OULD eventing's picturesque
keyhole fences become a relic of
the past, asriders, trainers and
course-designers debate their
value —and risk?

William Fox-Pitt's serious horse fall at the
famous Hibou de Lion at the young horse
World Championships two months ago has
brought this spectacular type of fence into
the spotlight. And back in1997, Irish rider
Samuel Moore was killed in a fall at a
keyhole at Blenheim.

Butit's not just about this little hole,
through which horses burst so
impressively; riders are guestioning
whether some horses — however brave and
welltrained - simply never jump safely over
afence with something overhead.

The fence at which Andrew Nicholson
suffered neck fractures earlier this year
had a banner above; two years ago Harry
Meade broke both his arms at another
roofed fence. Harry has had just two falls in
the past six seasons, both at roofed fences,
which he says were “definitely the cause”.

"Fences with roofs have a unique
characteristic that can make some horses
react differently, totally irrespective of how
brave or careful they are, and how well you
have presented them,"” he told H&H. "The

4 HORSE & HOUND - 17 December 2015

majority don't mind them, but some horses
will duck whatever happens.”

Pushing the gquidelines

THE Hibou, a table within an owl hole
(pictured, above) in the seven-year-old
class designed by Pierre Michelet at Le
Lion, jumped poorly all day this year.
Although it caused only a handful of
refusals, there were two horse falls, and
several horses left legs.

The winner, Laura Collett, had a refusal on
her first horse, and said the fence's position
“made it more influential than normal”.

"It blended in with the trees, and the
steep slope on the landing side made

After some serious accidents and criticism from riders, is this the endfor keyholes? Martha Terry reports

horses more cautious,” she said.

Janou Bleekman, the other rider beside
William whose horse fell, agreed that the
siting of the fence made it difficult to read.

“It was coming down a hill - so tricky on a
tired horse at the end of a course —and was
camouflaged,” she said. "It was also a wide
fence, like diving through z thick tunnel. As
it was all brown, maybe horses thought the
fence was brush, not solid.”

Infact, this flouts FEI guidelines on “hole
fences", which state that “any surface that
can be touched by the horse must always
be soft". British Eventing suggests “at least
25cm brush above the solid part of a
keyhole fence”.

SHOULD THEY STAY OR GO?

HARRY MEADE: “I'm reluctant to say anything should be banned, but these fences showicn*

be overused or gimmicky.”

LAURA COLLETT: “I don't think keyholes need to be reviewed but where they are placac
needs to be thought about from the horses’ point of view.”
CLARISSA BLEEKMAN: “It's a hard balance: the easier youmake a course, the faster mizers

go. You can't keep making fences safer forever”

LUCINDA GREEN: “| have concerns about fences with any kind of roof.””

CATHY WIESCHHOFF: “'Claustrophobia is a factor with keyholes and | don't thirk ===

appropriate question.”
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