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Mr Bass @

[an Stark gives his take on the ‘fun

BODY AND
HINDQUARTERS

“He is standing out behind
in this photo, but | think if
he was completely square
you'd see he is a touch
croup-high and built a little
downhill with a slightly
long back,” suggests multi

horse’ who has emerged as a brilliant
Badminton contender

“THERE really is no other
horse I'd prefer to be taking to
Badminton — I just need to
remind myself of that on
Saturday morning!” says
Laura Collett.

Mr Bass does have his
quirks — he likes to think
life happens on his terms —
but he is an outstanding
jumper who approaches his
first Badminton with a superb
competition record.

“He can make you look really
stupid — as though you've never
handled a horse in your life,”
confesses Laura. “If he wants
to go somewhere, he goes there.
He thinks he’s better than
anything or everything.”

That attitude is part of
his brilliance.

“He does things his way
across country — I don’t have
much say in it, but if I steer him
in the right direction, he wants to
jump the jumps.

“What makes him stand
out to me is how quick he is
with his footwork. He has an
amazing ability to jump himself
out of trouble.

“And he is so powerful.

He doesn’t necessarily feel fast,
but he has an unbelievable
engine. At Luhmiihlen last year
[where they finished second on
Mr Bass’ CCI5* debut] he was
never off the bridle.”
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Laura bought him for £8,000
from Peter Thomsen'’s yard in
Germany as an unbroken
four-year-old.

“He arrived the day I was
there looking at other horses,
and I just saw him loose-jump in
the school. Peter hadn’t seen him
and I asked the price before we
watched him jump — afterwards
Peter said I was very lucky,
because if Mr Bass had arrived
a day earlier, he would have been
alot more expensive.”

Laura tried to sell him to an
owner of hers as a five-year-old,
but Mr Bass failed the vetting
on his X-rays.

“So he became my ‘fun’
horse, and team chased, did
puissance classes, and was
used for Yogi Breisner’s jockey-
schooling sessions,” Laura says.

She took him to Stuttgart,
Germany, to do the eventing
grand prix there as a six-year-old,
which he won. By the end of
the following season he was
seven-year-old world champion
at Le Lion d’Angers, France.

“The more you throw at him,
the better he is,” says Laura.

“He’s a total character —
he still hates water and is a
nightmare to wash off — but he’s
an incredible horse.” H&H

1lyo bay Holsteiner gelding, 16.2hh

Stable name: Chuck

Owners: Laura Collett, Nick How
and Keith Scott

Breeder: Heinz Henning

Rider: Laura Collett

Best results: won CCl4*-S

at Houghton Hall (2018),

Burgham and Ballindenisk
(2017), won CCI3*-L at Le

Lion d’Angers in 2015, second
Luhmiihlen CCI5%-L 2018,
second Blenheim CCl4*-L 2017
(all class names as per 2019
classification).
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medal-winning eventer

and now course-designer

lan Stark. “That would

make him comfortable to

ride and means he has a

long galloping stride, but
it can push them on to
the forehand a trifle. That
can mean horses have
difficulty shortening, but
Mr Bass is very adjustable
— he can get in deep or
open up and fly a fence.
“From the top of the
wither to the point of the
shoulder he is nice, but the
shoulder itself is slightly
upright. To compensate,
the leg comes out of the
shoulder in a good place.”

OVERALL
IMPRESSION

“Mr Bass is super-athletic
and a really nice model

of a horse. There are

minor conformational
imperfections, but they have
little effect on this talented
individual,” lan says.

“All his components go
together well. He is built
more like a jumper than
a dressage horse, but his
supple way of moving and
good training mean he lacks
nothing in that phase. His
attitude is one of ‘give me
more — let me at it, which is
so important.”

LEGS

“All four limbs are very
good, with correct front
legs, excellent hindlegs and
strong hocks,” says lan. “He
is very slightly over at the
knee, which | love to see.
It's a personal thing, but Sir
Wattie [lan’s dual Badminton
winner] was a little over at
the knee and never had any
leg problems.

“His feet are good and
he stands four-square over
a good base. | know from
watching him that he has an
open, athletic way of moving
in front and is very quick to
get his legs out of the way.”

HEAD AND NECK

“A strong, bold head with
a good expression is
important, and he has that,”
says lan.

“He has a generous
eye and a nice outlook. He
looks like he will be up for
the job and wants to get on
with things. His neck is a
fraction lacking in strength
and stature compared to his
body, but it is well set-on
and comes out of the
shoulder well.”
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