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HUNTING

Rosie Dibben �ies across the Beaufort country side-saddle

Right: a mud-splattered 
Laura is all smiles, but 
she admitted to feeling 
“nervous” ahead of her 
day’s hunting. However, 
with Tommy bene�tting 
from his time spent 
hunting with eventer 
and Beaufort �eld master 
Beanie Sturgis – and 
with “more �re in his 
belly” – he �ies a hedge 
and ditch with ease with 
Laura (top and above), 
despite her not �nding the 
perfect stride into it

“It has been 
good for me to 
be out of my 

comfort zone”
LAURA ABOUT IRISH BANKS

them to run in hunter chases. 
That was it until I started 

having the odd day with friends 
in Ireland in the past few years – 
�rst with Sam Watson and Ciaran 
Glynn with the Fingal Harriers 
and since then with Ben Crawford 
and Kim Ronan with the 
Co Tipperary. That was terrifying! 
The idea of jumping double banks 
was totally eye-opening – you 
jumped a massive ditch up onto a 

bank, and I had no idea there was 
another big ditch the other side. 

I don’t think my heart rate has 
ever got as high as it did on those 
days of hunting. When jumping 
banks and drains, you are a 
total passenger, which is such 
an odd feeling for someone like 
me – in that situation, the horses 
know so much more than I do. It 
has been very good for me to be 
out of my comfort zone and out of 
“control”, so to speak, even if it’s 
pretty frightening.

I don’t mind admitting that I 

was fairly nervous when driving 
down to Beanie’s for my day on 
Tommy at Easton Grey. Beaufort 
Saturdays are not small and I 
knew there would be a big �eld. 
The weather forecast was terrible 
and I did question my sanity a bit. 
I de�nitely needed a wing-woman 
and there was no better person 
than my friend Amy Morgan. She 
has hunted all her life and she and 
her extraordinary ex-racehorse 
Kiki were the ideal companions. 

Kiki – who has done everything 
from eventing and winning the 
Retraining of Racehorses (RoR)
Racing to Hunting Challenge at 
Aintree, to riding clubs teams and 
the RoR dressage championships 
at Blenheim – has had more 
lives than a cat, and they have an 
incredible partnership.

Kiki is 20 and doesn’t waste 
energy getting excited by the 
goings-on on a Beaufort Saturday. 
It was chucking with rain and 
hounds were drawing a wood 
next to us. Kiki just stood there, 
resting a hindleg with his eyes 
seemingly glazed over and 
his tongue �opping out as usual. 
Rupert Sturgis asked Amy 
and I a bit nervously, “Is that 
horse OK?”

Amy replied con�dently: “He’s 
just having a power nap.”

However, as soon as there 
was anything interesting 
happening, he came to life and 

The Duke of Beaufort’s �eld wait 
while hounds are drawing
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Settling pre-hunting nerves: Amy Morgan, Laura and Rupert Sturgis

Mark Tomlinson and daughter 
Annalisa trot along together 
(above), while �eld master 
Sam Kershaw chats to former 
huntsman Tony Holdsworth (left)

�ew some substantial hedges and 
walls by our side. He’s a hero.

“HE STOOD LIKE A LAMB”
PREVIOUSLY, Tommy could 
have been a bit funny with other 
horses in a warm-up area at a 
competition, but now nothing 
appears to faze him. He stood like 
a lamb at the meet when I was 
saying good morning to Beaufort 
master and huntsman Matt 
Ramsden with hounds all round 
him, and he wasn’t bothered by all 
the children on ponies – he was a 
total professional.

We did go o�-piste a little with 
Rupert at the beginning of the 
day and got some good pictures 
in the bag for H&H before the 
weather deteriorated. But we did 
join everyone else behind �eld 
master Sam Kershaw after that, 
and I can’t emphasise enough how 
welcoming they were to us. We 
were made to feel very at home 
and I left there looking forward to 
having another day with them.

Matt Ramsden said: “Both our 
subscribers and farmers like 
seeing fresh faces – we feel 
immensely proud of our hunt 
country and the hounds, and we 
take pleasure in sharing it with 
other people,” and it felt that way.

Hounds were busy all day and 
it was a proper day on ground 
that was so wet, it wasn’t holding 
at all. It’s so good for horses to 

learn to cope with di�erent types 
of ground and going conditions 
in an environment where they are 
relaxed and enjoying themselves. 
As we cantered across the �rst 
�eld, I got completely splashed 
by the horse in front and covered 
with mud, and a few people did 
ask me if I had fallen o�, but I 
promise you that I hadn’t.

It’s great for anyone’s riding 
every now and then to be taken 
out of their usual comfort zone. 
You can’t walk the course for a 
day’s hunting and you have to 
react to what is going on around 
you – and how people’s horses are 

going, not just your own. And it’s 
such fun. Tommy clearly loves it 
and feels like a much better horse. 
Beanie has de�nitely found his 
“go” button. Her groom Giorgia 
Webb had done an amazing job, 
turning him out beautifully, as she 
had with all 12 horses from the 
yard that day.

Matt Ramsden and Beanie 
told me that we crossed land 
belonging to the Tomlinson 

family – polo-playing superstar 
siblings Mark, Luke and Emma 
were all hunting, as was Mark and 
wife Laura’s daughter Annalisa – 
and also to Rob Ingall, Jane and 
Philip Tuckwell and Anthony and 
Georgie Fanshawe. Thank you to 
all the farmers and landowners 
who allow hounds and horses on 
their land; we are so lucky to have 
access to these gorgeous bits of the 
British countryside while hunting, 
as we are so often when we’re 
eventing as well. 

I was on a real high driving 
home – I only wish I’d had a 
second horse, as I wanted to do it 
all over again! H&H

Rupert Sturgis gives Laura 
and Tommy a lead over the 

�rst hedge of the day
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